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FOREWORD 


The lotters vdıich form thc subject of tlıis 
booklet vrere vrritten to nıe bv tho sage, plıilo- 
sopher and ııational poet of İslam, tlıe lato 
Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal, dııring tlıe period 
May 1936 toNovember 1937, a few monlhs be- 
fore his death. This period synchroniseB \vith 
a very eventfııl period in the history of Müslim 
India—betveen the establishment of the All- 
İndia Müslim Leagııe Central Parliamentaıy 
Board in June 1936 and the great historio 
sessions at Lucknorv in October 1937, 

If the Central Parliamentary Board with 
its Provincial Branches marked the fîrst great 
attempt on the part of the Müslim League to 
rally round the Müslim opinion to contest the 
approaching elections, under the Government 
of India Act of 1935, for Provincial Legis- 
lature on the League ticket, the. Lucknow 
Seesion indicated the fîrst stage in the reorga- 
nisation of the Müslim League on a popular 
basis and as the only authoritative and repre- 
sentative organisation of Müslim India. Both 
1 
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these high objects we re afctained in great par t 
owing to the invaluable supporfc tbat I obfcain- 
ed fcbrough the sincere efforts and pafcriotio 
and selfless acfcivifcies of many friends like 
Sir Muhammad IqbaJ, amongsfc ofchers. The 
League gained from strength to strength in 
fcbis short period. In each of the Provinces 
where League Parliamentary Board was eetab- 
lished and the League parties wereconstifcufced 
we carried away aboufc 60 to 70 per çent of 
the seafcs thafc were contested by the League 
candidates. Hundreds ofDistrict and Primary 
Leagues were establiahed in almost every 
Province from the farthesfc corner of Madras 
to the North»Wesfc Frontier Pro vince. 

The League gave a staggering blow to the 
eo-called Müslim Mass Contact Movement 
which was sfcarfced by the Congress to disrupt 
Müslim ranks and to overawe League into 
submission. The League emerged triumphanfc 
in most of the by-elections and shattered the 
intrigues and machinations of those who 
hoped to create the impression that the 
Müslim League Organisation had no supporfc 
of the Müslim people. 
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Within eigbteen months before fcbo Luck- 
now Sessions, tbe League had succeeded in 
organising Muslims as one party with an 
advanced and progressive programme and had 
brought under its influence even tbose Provin- 
ces whicb for lack of time or preparation had 
notbeen suffieiently benefited by the activities 
of League Parliamentary Boards. Tbe Luck- 
now Sessions furnished an unmistakable 
evidence of the popularity that League com- 
manded among Musîims of ali groups and 
ranks. 

It was a great acbievement for Müslim 
League that its îead came to be acknovdedged 
by botb the majority and minority Provinces. 
Sir Mubammad Iqbal played a very conspicu- 
ous parb, though at the time not reveaîed to 
public, in bringing about tbis consummation. 
He had his own doubts about Sikandar* Jinnah 
Pact being earried out and he was ansı'ous to 
eee it translated into some tangible results 
without delay so as to dispel popular mis- 
apprehension about it, but unfortunately he 
has not lived to see that the Punjab has ali 
round made a remarkable progress and now it 
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is beyond doubt that the Muslims stand 
solidly behind the Müslim League Organisa- 
tion. 

Wifch ibiş brief bistorical background in 
mind, the letters can be read with greafe 
interest, It is, howe7er. much to be regretted 
that my own replies to Iqbal are not available. 
Dııring the period under reference I vrorked 
alone nnassisted by the benefifc of a personal 
stafr and so did notretain duplicate copies of 
the numerous letters that I had to dispose of. 
I made enquiries from the Trusfcees of Iqbal’s 
esfcate at Lahore and was informed that my 
letters were not traceable. Hence I had no 
alternative but to publish the letters without 
my replies as I think these letters are ox very 
great historical importance, particularly those 
which explain his views in cîear and unam- 
biguous terms on the political fızture of 
Müslim India. His views were substantially 
in consonance with my own and had finally 
led me to the same concîusions as a result of 
carefulexamination and study of the constitu- 
tional probleme facing India, and found 
expression in due course in the united will of 
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Müslim India as adumberated iu tlıe Lahore 
resolution of tlıe All-India Müslim League, 
popularly known as tlıe “Pakistan Resolution,” 
passed on 23 rd Marclı, 1910. 


M. A. JINNAH 
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IQBAL’S LETTERS TO MR. JINNAH 


Lahore 

23rd May , 1936 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank yoıı so much foryour letter which 
I received a moment ago. X am gîad to see 
thafc your work is progressing. I do hope that 
the Puüjab parties—speciaîly the Ahrar and 
the Ifctihad Millat—will eventualiy,after some 
bickering, join you. A very enthusiastic and 
active member of the Ittihad told me so a few 
days ago. About M. Zafar Ali Kbaa the 
Ittihad people do not themseîves feel sure. 
However there is plenty of time yet, and we 
shall soon see how the eiectorate generally 
feels about the Ittihad sending their men to 
the Assembîy. 

Hoping you are weîl and îooking forward 
to meeting you, 

Yours sincereîy, 

(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 

Lahore 

9th June, 1936 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am sending you my draft. Also a eutting 
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from the Eastern Times of yesterday. This is a 
letterfrom an intelligeııt pleader of Gurdaspur. 

I hope the statement issııed hy theBoard 
irili fully argue the whole Bchemo and vrill 
meet ali the objections so far advanced against 
it. It mııst frankly state the present position 
of the Indian Muslims as regards both the 
Government and the Hindııs. It must warn 
the Muslims of India that unless the present 
scheme is adopted the Muslims vrill lose ali that 
they have gained during the last 15 years and 
vrill seriously harm, and in fact, shatter their 
own solidarity with their own hands. 

Yours ete., 

(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 

P.S. Will feel much obliged if you send 
the statement to me before it is sent to the 
press. 

Another point vrhich should be brought 
out in the statement is as follows : 

1. Indirect eleetion to the Central 
Assembly hasmadeitabsolutely essential that 
Müslim representatives returned to the Pro- 
vincial Assemblies should be bound by an 
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AIMndia Müslim policy and programme so 
tlmt t hey alıould rclıırn to tbe Central Assem- 
bİ 3 T only those Muelims wlıo would bepledged 
to support tho specific Müslim questions 
connected witlı the Central subjects and arising 
oufcof tlıeir positionasthesecondgreatnation 
of Tndia. Tiıoso who are novr for Provincial 
polieies and programmes vere themselves 
instrumental in getting indirect elections for 
tlıe Central Assembly introduced into the 
constitution obvioıısly because this sııited a 
foreign C4oyernment-. Novr when the com- 
mııııity wants to make the best use of this 
mİ8fortune(i.e. indirectelections) by proposİDg 
an all-India scheme of elections (e.g. League 
scheme) to be adhered to by the Provincial 
candidates, the same men,again at the instance 
of a foreign Government, have come out to 
defeat the community in their effort to retain 
its solidarity as a nation. 

2. Question of Wakf La w arising out of 
Shanidganj, culture, language, mosques and 
personal law. 
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Privaic and ConfîdcniiaU Lahorc 

25 Ut Jütte, 1936 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Sir Siknndar Hayn.t left Lalıorc n dav or 
tvvo ago. I think ho vriîl moet you at Bombay 
and have a talk \vilk you about cortain matters 
of importancc. Daultana sa\v mo yesterday 
evening. He telis me that tlıe Müslim monıbers 
of tbe Unionist Party are prepared to mako 
tbe following declaration : 

*‘Tbat in ali matters specifîcto tbe Müslim 
community as an all-India minority tbey will 
be boımd by tbe decision of tbe League and 
will never make any pact witlı any non- 
Muslim group in the Provincial Assembly. 

“ Provided the League (Provincial) makes 
tbe follovring declaration : 

“ ‘That those returned to the Provincial 
Assembly on tbe League ticket will co-operate 
■vvitn that party or group wbicb haB the largest 
number of Muslims 

Please let me know at your earliest con- 
venience what you think of this proposal. Also 
let me know the result of your talk with Sir 
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Siksnöar Hayat. Ifyon succeed in conrincing 
bim be may come to onr side. 

Hoping yon are ireli, 

Yours sincerelr, 
(Sd.) Alohammad Iqbal 

Yi ay o Rcad, Lahor t 
23rd Avgu-sf. 1936 

Air dear Air. Jinnab, 

î bope my Ietter reaebea yon ali rigkt. 
Tbereis some talk of an nnderstaodingbetıreen 
tbe Pnnjab Parllamentary Boara and tbe 
Unionîst Party. I shonîd libe yon to let me 
knoır ırhat yon tbînk of snch a compromise 
and to snggest condîtîons for tbe sanıe. Iread 
in tbe papers tbat yon nsre brongnt abont a 
compromise betıreen tbe Bengal Proja Party 
and Tbe Parllamentary Board. Isbonld like to 
knoır tbe terme and tbe conditions. Since 
tbe Proja Party is non-commnnal like tbe 
Unionîst. ycnr compromise in Bengal may be 
hslpful to yon. 

Eoping yon are ireli. 

Tenis sineerely, 
(Sd.) Alobammad Iabal 
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Stridly Oonfidenlial. Lalıore 

20th M ardı t 1931 

My dear Mr. Jinnah. 

18iıppose you have read Pandit J awahar- 
lal Nehru’s address to tho All-India National 
Convention and that you fully realise the 
policy underlying it in so far as Indian Muslims 
are concerned. I believe you are also awaro 
that the new constitution has at least brought a 
unique opportunity to Indian Muslims for eelf- 
organisation in vi e w of the future political 
developments both in India and Müslim Asia. 
While we are ready to co-operate with other 
Progressive Parties in the country, we must not 
ignore the factthat the whole future of İslam 
as a moral and political force in Asia rests very 
largely on a complete organisation of Indian 
Muslims. I therefore suggest that an effective 
reply should be given to the All-India 
National Convention. You should immediately 
hold an All-India Müslim Convention in Delhi 
to which you should invite members of the new 
Provincial Assemblies as well as other promi- 
nent Müslim leaders. To this convention you 
must restate as clearly and as str.ongly as 
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possible the political objective of the Iüdian 
Muslims as a distinct political unit in the 
country. It is absolutely necessary to teli the 
v/orld both inside and outside India thafc the 
economic problem is not the only problem in 
the coımtry. From the Müslim point of view 
the cııltural problem is of much greater con- 
sequence to mostlndian Muslims. At any ra te 
it is not less important than the economic 
problem. If you could hold this Convention, 
it would test the credentials of those Müslim 
Legislators wlıo have formed parties contrary 
to the aims and aspirations of Indian Muslims. 
It vmuld further make it clear to the Hindus 
that no political device, Iıowever subfcîe, can 
make the Indian Müslim lose sight of his cul- 
tural entity. I am coming to Delhi in a few 
days’ time and hope to have a talk with you 
on this important matter. I shall be staying in 
the Afghan Consulate. If you could spare a few 
moments, we should meet there. Please drop a 
line in reply to this letfcer as early as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 
Bar-at-Law 
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P.S. Please excuse me. I have got fchia 
etter writteıı by a friend as my eyesight is 
jettin g bad. 


Lahore 

22nd April , 1937 


Vly dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I do not know wbether my letter wbicb î 
posted to you about two weeks ago ever 
reached you. I posted it to your address at 
New Delhi, and wben I went to Delhi later, î 
discovered that you had already left Delhi. In 
that letter I proposed that we Bhould hold 
immediately an All-India Müslim Convention, 
say at Delhi, and önce more to restate the 
policy of Indian Muslims both to the Govern¬ 
ment and to the Hindus. 

Ab the situation is beooming grave and the 
Müslim feeling in the Pud jab is rapidly becom- 
ing pro-Congress for reasons which it is un- 
necessary to detail, I would request you to 
consider and decide the matter as early as 
1 poBBİble. The session of the All-India Müslim 
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Lengue is postponed till August, and the situa* 
tion elemanda nn oarly restatement of the 
Müslim polic^y. If the Convention is preceded 
by a tour of prominent Müslim leaders, the 
ıneeting of the Convention is sure to be a great 
BUCCC88. Please drop a üne in reply to this 
letter as early as possible. 

Youtb sincerely, 
(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbaî 
Bar*at-Law 


Confıdtniial. Lahor e 

28tlı May, 1937 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you so much for your letter which 
reached me in due course. I a m glad to bear 
thatyou willbearin mind what I wrote to you 
about the changes in the constitution and 
programme of the League. I have no doubfc 
that you fully realise the gravity of the situa- 
tion as far as Müslim India is concerned. The 
League will have to finally decide whether it 
will remain a body representing the upper 
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clasees of Indian Muslims or Müslim masses 
who have so far, with good reason, taken no 
interesfc in it. Personally I believe that apoli- 
tical organisation wkich gives no promise of 
improving the lot of the average Müslim can- 
not attract our masses. 

Under the new eonstitution the higher 
posts go to the sona of upper classes ; the 
amaller ones go to the friends or relatives of 
the ministers. In other matters too our politi- 
cal institutions have never thougkt of improv¬ 
ing the lot of Muslims generally. The 
problem of bread is becoming more and more 
acute. The Muslini has begun to feel that he 
has been going down and dowu during the 
last 200 years. Ordinarily he believes that 
his poverty is due to Hindu money-lending 
or capitalism. The perception that it is 
equally due to foreign rule has not yet fully 
come to him. But it is bound to come. The 
atheistie socialism of Jawaharlal is not likely 
to receive much response from the Muslims. 
The question therefore is : how is it possible to 
solve the problem of Müslim pov ty 
the whole future of the Lea^ 

9 
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League’s activity to solve this question. If 
the Leagtıe can give no such promises I am 
sure the Müslim masses VFİllremainindifferent 
to it as before. Happily thereisasolutionin 
the enforcement of the Lavv of İslam and ifcs 
further development in the light of modern 
ideas. Afteralongand carefulstudy oflslamic 
La w I have come to the conclusion that if 
this system of Law is properîy understood imâ 
applied, at last the right to subsistence is 
eecured to everybody. But tbe enforcement 
and development of the Shariat of İslam is 
impossible in this country withoııt a free 
Müslim state or States. This has been my 
honeat conviction for many years and I stili 
believe this to be tbe on îy vray to Bolve the 
problem of bread for Muslims as well as to 
secure a peaceful India. If such a thing is 
impossible in India the only other alternative 
is a civil war trhich as a matter of fact has been 
going on for some time in the shape of Hindu- 
Musiim riots. I fear that in certain parts of 
the country,e.g.N.-W. India, Palestine may be 
repeated. Also the insertion of Jawaharlars 
socialism into the body-politic of Hinduism is 
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likely to cause rauch bloocîsîıed arnong tlıo 
Hindus thcmsolves. Tho issue bcksreen social 
democracy and Brahmanism is not dissirniîar 
to theonebetvveenBralımanism andBııddhism. 
Whetherthe fate of socialism will be tlıe satno 
asthe fate of Buddhisın in India I cannot saj\ 
But it is clear to my mind thafc if Hinduism 
accepts social democracy it must necessa-rily 
cease to be Hinduism. For İslam tho accept- 
ance of social democracj 7 in some suita ble form 
and consistent vrith the legal principles of 
İslam is not a revolution but a return to tlıe 
original purity of İslam. The modern prob- 
lems therefore are far more easy to solve for 
the Muslims than for the Hindus. But as I 
have said above in order to make it possible 
for Müslim India to Bolve the problems it is 
necessary to redistribute the country and to 
provide one or more Müslim States with abso- 
lute majnritieB. Don’t y ou think that the time 
for such a demand has already arrived ? 
Perhaps this is the best reply you can give to 
the atheistic socialism of Jawaharlal ISTehru. 

Anyhovv I have given you my own 
thoughts in the hope that you will give them 
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serious consideration either in your address or 
in the discussione of the comingeession of the 
Lcnguo. Müslim îndia hopes thafc afc thîs 
serious juncturo your genius will discover 
somo vray out of our present difficulties. 

Yours eincerely, 

(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 
P.S. On the subject-matter of this îefcter I 
intcnded to write to yon a İoDg and öpen letter 
in the press. But on further consideration I 
felt tiıat the prcsent moment was not suitable 
for such a step. 

Private and Co?)fıâeııtial. Lalıore 

t hine 21si, 1937 

My deer Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you so mnch for your letter wbich 
I received yesterday. I know you are a busy 
man; but I do hope you vron'fc mind my 
vrriting to you so often, as you are the only 
Müslim iu îndia today to whom the com- 
munity has a right to look up for safe guidance 
tbrough the storra whicb is coming to Nortlı- 
West îndia, and perhaps to the whoIe of 
îndia. I teli you fckafc ire are actually living 
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is a state of eivil war which, but for the poliçe 
and military, would become universal in no 
time. During the last few months there has 
been a series of Hindu-Muslim riots in India„ 
in North-West India alone there have been 
at least three riots during the last three 
months and at least four cases of viiifîoation 
of the Prophet by Hindus and Sikhs. In each 
of these four cases, the vilifier has been 
murdered. There have also been cases of 
burning of the Quran in Sind. I have care- 
fully studied the whole situation and believe 
that the real cause of these events is neither 
religious nor economic. It is purely political, 
i.e.j the desire of the Sikhs and Hindus to 
intimidate Muslims even in the Müslim 
majority provinces. And thenewconstitution 
is such that even in the Müslim majority 
provinces, the Muslims are made entirely 
dependent on non-Muslims. The result is 
that the Müslim Ministry can take no proper 
action and are even driven to do injusfcice to 
Muslims partly to please those on whom they 
depend, and partly to show that they are 
absolutely impartial. Thus it is clear that we 
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have our epecific reasons to reject this con- 
stitution. Ifc eeems to me thafc the new 
constitution is devised only to placate the 
Hinâus. In tbe Hindu majority provinees, 
the Hindus have of course absolutemajorities, 
and can ignore Muslims, altogether. In 
Müslim majority provinces, the Muslims are 
mnde entirely dependent on Hindus. I have 
no doubfc in my mind that this constitution is 
calculated to do infinite harm to the Indian 
Muslims. Apart from this it is no soîution of 
the economic problem which is so aeute 
among Muslims. 

The onîy thing that the communal avrard 
grants to Muslims is the recognition of their 
political esistence in India. But such a recog¬ 
nition granted to a people whom this con¬ 
stitution does not and cannot help in soîving 
their problem of poverty can be of no value 
to them. The Congress President has denied 
the political esistence of Muslims in no un- 
mistakabîe terme. The other Hindu political 
body, i.e., the Makasabha, whom I regard as 
the real representative of the masses of the 
Hindus, has declared more than önce that a 
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unitcd Hindu-Mm-litn imlin» is imjtOîMbîo i» 
indin. In thosı» cireuıımt.-.uees it i. 1 obruma 
that tlıe only vay to a pmumful indin is n 
redistribution of the counlry on tim lim-s of 
raciaî, religioııs and linguisticafiinitios. Mnny 
British ftatesmon aîso realiı-c this, and tim 
Hindu*Muslini riols \vhich aro rnpidly conbng 
in tbc waUe of this constitution aro Ftıre 
further to öpen Uıeir eyes to the reni sitmıtion 
in the country. X reınember Lord LoÜıinn 
told me beforo I left England that n^' sehemo 
was the only possible solution of the troublca 
of India, but that it tvould tnke 25 years to 
come. Some Muslimo in the Punjnb aro 
aîready suggesting the holding of a Korlh- 
West Indian MuBİim Confcrence, and the 
idea is rapidly spreading. I agree with you, 
lıoıvever, that our comrnunity is not yet 
suffîciently organised and diseiplined and 
perhaps the time for holding suclı a conference 
is not yet ripe. But I feel that it would be 
kigbly advisable for you to indieafce in your 
address at least the line of aetion that the 
Muslims of North-West India vrould be fînally 
driven to take. 
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To my rnind the nev constitntion vith its 
idea of a single Indianfederationis completely 
hopeless. A separate federation of Hırslım 
proTİBces, reformed on the Jines I hare sng- 
gested above. is the only eonrse by vrhich vre 
can secnre a peaeeful India and save Mnsıims 
from the dominafcion of non-MızsIims. Why 
shonld not the Mnslims of l\oıth-West India 
and Bengal be considered as nations entitled 
to self-determination just as other nations in 
India and ontside India are ? 

Personaîlv I think that the Muslims of 
North» Tfest India and Bengal oughfc at present 
t o ignore Müslim minority provinces. This is 
the besfc conrse to adopt in the interests of both 
Müslim majority and minority provinces. It 
viil therefore be better to hold the coming 
session of the League in the Punjab, and not 
in a Müslim minority provicce. The month 
of Augnst is bad in Lahore. I think you 
should seriovsly consider the a övisabki ty of 
holding the coming session at Labore in the 
middle of October when the vreather is quîte 
good in Lahore. The interest in the Aîî-India 
Müslim Leagne is rapidîy grovring in the 
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Punjab, and the holding of the coming session 
in Lahore is likely to gire a fresk polifcical 
awakening to the Punjab Mııslims. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 
Bar-at-Law 

Lahore 

llilı August, 1937 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Events have made it abundantly clear 
that the League ougkt to concentrate ali its 
activities on the North-West Indian Musal- 
mans. The League oföce of Delhi informed 
Mr. Ghulam Rasool that the dates of the 
sessions of the Müslim League have not been 
fixed as yet. 

This being so I fear it willnotbepossible 
to hold the sessions in August and September. 
I, therefore j repeat my request that the League 
sessions may be held in Lahore in the middle 
or end of October. The enthusiasm for the 
League is rapidly inereasing in the Punjab, 
and I have no doubt that the holding of the 
session in Lahore will be a turning point in 
the history of the League and an impc~tant 



26 IQDAL’S LETTERS TO MR. JINNAH 

fitop to\rards rnass contacfc. Pleasedrop aline 
in rcpiy, 

Yours sincerefy', 
(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 
Bar-at-Lav7 


Privatc and Con/Jdenlial. Laîıore 

7tlı Oclober, 1937 

My denr Mr. Jinnab, 

A strong contİDgent from tbe PuDjab is 
cxpected t o attendtheLueknowSessionofthe 
League. The Unionist Muslims are also 
making preparations to attend under fcbe 
îeadership of Sir Sikandar Hayat. We are 
liring in difficult times and tbe Indian Muslims 
expecb tlıat j^our address vrill give fchem tbe 
cîearest possible lead in ali malters relatİDg to 
tbe fufcure of tîıe communifcy. I suggest fchafc 
tbe League may state or re-state its policy 
rehting to the communal award in tbe sbape 
of a suitable resolution. In tbe Punjab and I 
hear also in Sind afctempts are being made by 
misguided Muslims themselres to alter it in 
the interests of the Hindus. Suck menfondîy 
believe that by pleasİDg the Hindus fchey will 
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be nblo t o rot n İn their povror. I personnlîy 
beîicve that since the British Government 
wnnt? to hoııour the Hindu# v,*lıo would \vcl- 
come tbo upselter of t he communnl nvrarrî 
tlıey (the British Government) aro trying to 
get it upset tlırouglı tlıeir Müslim ngonts, 

I ehall prepare a Iist of 2S persons for 
the vacancies in tlıo Lcague Coııncil. Mr. 
Ghulanı Rasooî vvill sho\v yotı this Iist. I do 
lıope that this choice vrill be carefully mado. 
Our men will leave Lahore on tlıe 13th. 

The Palestine question is very muclı 
agitating the minds of tho Muslims. We Iıavo 
a very fine opportunity for mnss contact for 
the pıırposes of the League. I lıave no doubt 
that the League will pass a strong resolution 
on this question and also by holding a privato 
conference of the leaders deeide on somo şort 
of a positivc action in ıvlıich naasses may slıare 
in large numbers. This will at önce popularise 
the League and may Iıelpthe Palestiue Arabs. 
Personally I wou!d not mind going to jail on 
an İ8sue which affeets both İslam and India. 
The formation of a Western base on the very 
gates of the East is a menace to botlı. 
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Wıth best wishes, 

Yours sincereîy, 
(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 
Bar-afc-Law 

P.S. The League shouîd resolve that no 
province shouîd come to any understanding 
wlfcîı other eomraunities regarding fche com- 
rnnnal award. This is an AÎI-India question 
and m ust be settîed by tbe League aîone. 
Perhaps you may go further and say that the 
present afcmosphere is not at ali suitable for 
any communal understanding, 

Private and Covfidential, Lahore 

30lh October, 1937 

My dear Mr. Jınnab, 

I suppose you have already read the 
resolution passed by the A.-I.C.C. Your move 
in time ba3 saved the situation, and weare ali 
waiting for your observations on the Congress 
resolution. The TnTumeofLahorehasalready 
criticised it and I believe Hindu opinion will 
.generally be opposed to it. However, it shouîd 
not act as an opiate as far as Muslims are con- 
cerned. We must carry the work of organisa- 
tion more vigorousîy than erer and shouîd not 
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rest till Mııslim Government» a re established 
in the fi ve provinces and reform» a ve gvnnled 
to Baluchistan, 

The rıımour is fchnt. pnrt of the Umoıunt 
Party does not mean to sjgn tho Leaguo oroori, 
So far Sir Sikandar and his party hnvo not 
signed it and I hoard thia morııing tim t thoy 
vvouîd wait till thenextso88ionaoftholj<mguo. 
The idea, as one of tlıomselvos told nıtı, in to 
Bİacken the activifciesoftheProvineinl i^n/^ııo, 
Hovrever, I shall plaeo you in poHw*Hnion of 
ali the facts in a fcw daya’ time nnd Mimi m mİ». 
your opinion aa to lıow v/eahoııld proceed, I 
do bope that before the La bore fannİon yun 
would be able to toıır in the Pıjrjjab for at 
leasfc tvro weeks. 

Yontu 

(K r i.) M oh e ıttuıu'i i oba/ 

Vrgznî Jsjh'.Yf-, 

Ut /''*/ 


Uy c=.= r Z-T. 
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Sirictly Private & Goııhdential. 

Lahore 

10Ih Nov. t 1937 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

After having several talks with Sir Sikan- 
dar and his friends I am now definitely of the 
opinion that Sir Sikandar wants nothing less 
than the complete control of the League and 
the Provincial Parliamentary Board. In your 
pacfc with him it is mentioned tbat the Parlia¬ 
mentary Board will be reconstituted and that 
the Unionists will have majorifcy in the Board. 
Sir Sikandar telis me that you agreed to their 
majority in the Board. I wrote to you some 
time ago to enquire whether you did agree to 
the Unionst Majority in the Board. So far I 
have not heard from you. I personally see no 
harm in giving him the majority that he vrants 
but he goes beyond the pact when he wants a 
complete change in the ofifice-holders of the 
League, especially the Secretary who has done 
so much for the League. He also wishes that 
the finances of the League should be controlled 
by his men. Ali this to my mind amounts to 
capturing of the League and then killing it. 
Knowing the opinion of the province as I do 
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I cannot take the responsibility of handing 
över the League to Sir Sikandar and his 
friends. The pact has already dam a ged the 
prestige of the League in this province; and 
the tactics of the Unionists may damage it stili 
further. Theyhave not so farsigned the creed 
of the League and I understand do not mean 
to. The session of the League in Lahore they 
want in April instead of February. My im- 
pression is that they want to gain time for 
their own Zamindara League to function in 
the province. Perhaps you know that on his 
return from Lucknow Sir Sikandar constituted 
a Zamindara League whose branches are now 
being made in the province. In these circum- 
stances please let me know what we should do. 
Kindly wire your view if possible. If this is 
not possible write a detailed letter as early as 
possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Mohammad Iqbal 
Bar-afc-Law 




